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SUBJECT: INSTITUTIONALIZATION: JUNTA MEMBERS COMMENT ON NEW ROLE 
REF: (A) LISBON 910; (B) LISBON 794; (C) LISBON 906 

SUMMARY: FEB 17 ASSEMBLY OF AFM LED TO THE TENTATIVE ADOPTION 
OF A COMPROMISE PLAN OFFERED TO ASSEMBLY BY THE COUNCIL OF 20 
(REFTEL A). COMPROMISE WOULD PROVIDE ADDITIONAL LEGISLATIVE 
POWERS TO THE JUNTA OF NATIONAL SALVATION (JSN). END SUMMARY 

1. TWO SEPARATE CONVERSATIONS ON FEB 18 BETWEEN DATT AND 
GENERAL MENDES DIAS C/S PORTUGUESE AIR FORCE AND WITH GENERAL 
PINHO FREIRE, DEPUTY C/S OF ARMED FORCES, BOTH OF WHOM ARE 
MEMBERS OF JSN REVEALED THAT: 
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(A) NEW LEGISLATIVE POWERS HAVE BEEN GRANTED TO THE JSN IN 
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SECURITY FIELDS (REF B, PARA 1). MENDES DIAS EXPLAINED THAT 

THE JSN IS ANXIOUS TO ADJUDICATE THE CASE OF THOSE ASSOCIATED WITH 

THE PIZ AND DOS (SECRET POLITICAL POLICE) OF THE FORMER REGIME. 

HE SAID THAT THERE HAS BEEN NO RESOLUTION OF THESE CASES BECAUSE 
THERE EXISTS NO REVOLUTIONARY LEGISLATION BY WHICH TO PROSECUTE 
THEM, NOR THOSE ARRESTED AFTER SEP 28. 

(B) THE OTHER ASPECT OF NEW LEGISLATION WOULD GIVE THE JUNTA 
POWERS TO ENSURE THAT THE PRESENT, RATHER VAGUE, AFM PROGRAM 
IF CORRECTLY IMPLEMENTED BY WHATEVER GOVERNING PARTY OR 
COALITION MAY BE ELECTED IN THE FUTURE. 

(C) IN THE ECONOMIC FIELD. THE JUNTA IS TO BE GIVEN POWER TO 
INTERPRET THE ECONOMIC PLAN (WHICH PINHO FREIRE DESCRIBED 
AS VAGUE ON DETAILS). MENDES DIAS AND PINHO FREIRE BOTH 
STATED LEGISLATIVE POWERS NEEDED TO CONTROL LABOR I.E., 

PREVENT CRIPPLING STRIKES AND STIMULATE SAGGING ECONOMY. 

PINHO FREIRE SAID THAT PORTUGAL IS INVOLVED IN AN EFFORT 

TO PROVE THAT DEMOCRACY CAN SUCCEED IN SPITE OF THE ' IBERIAN 
TENDENCIES TOWARD ANARCHY.' 1 

(D) AFM WILL CONSULT WITH POLITICAL PARTIES AND NEGOTIATE WITH 
THEM THE RULES OF THE POLITICAL GAME FOR THE COMING MONTHS. 
PINHO FREIRE IS A MAJOR PARTICIPANT IN THESE NEGOTIATIONS. HE 
SAID THE NEGOTIATIONS MUST GO ON IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH A 
PLATFORM FOR EACH PARTY WHICH MEETS A STANDARD ACCEPTABLE TO 
THE AFM. ALTHOUGH HE WOULD NOT ELABORATE ON THOSE STANDARDS. 
HE SAID THAT THEY DO EXIST AND ARE KNOWN TO THE COUNCIL OF 
TWENTY. TWO OF THE ELEMENTS OF MINIMUM STANDARDS DESCRIBED 
BO BOTH MENDES DIAS AND PINHO FREIRE WERE (1) ACCEPTANCE OF 
THE ECONOMIC PLAN FOR THE NEXT THREE YEARS AND (2) ACCEPTANCE 
OF THE JSN INTERPRETATION OF BOTH THE AFM PROGRAM AND THE 
ECONOMIC PLAN. 

2. COMMENT: THE JUNTA'S POWERS HAVE ALREADY BEEN INCREASED 
IN THE AREA OF REMOVING SALAZAR-CAETANO ADHERENTS FROM THE 
POLITICAL ARENA, ALTHOUGH HOW FAR THE JUNTA WILL PROCEED 
STILL REMAINS TO BE SEEN. ITEMS (B), (C) AND (D) ABOVE ARE 
THE NEW ELEMENTS IN THE INSTITUTIONALIZATION SCENARIO. WHILE 
AN ASSESSMENT CAN ONLY BE TENTATIVE AT THIS POINT. IT IS 
ENCOURAGING TO NOTE THAT THE AFM APPEARS TO BE MOVING THE 
LOCUS OF ITS INFLUENCE TOWARDS THE JSN, AND ITS SENIOR 
OFFICERS, AND AWAY FROM THE RADICALIZED JUNIOR OFFICERS. 
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CRITICAL QUESTION STILL AS ISSUE, HOWEVER, IS HOW JUNTA 

WILL PROCEED TO IMPLEMENT MANDATE DESCRIBED PARAGRAPH (B). 

CARLUCCI 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INTERIM GOVERNMENT, GOVERNMENT REFORM, JUNTA, POLITICAL PARTIES, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 20 FEB 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975LISBON00960 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: DG ALTERED PER 78 LISBON 634 
Executive Order: X3 
Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750060-0861 
From: LISBON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750228/aaaaayxd.tel 

Line Count: 110 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 75 LISBON 910, 75 LISBON 794, 75 LISBON 906 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: GolinoFR 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 20 MAY 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <20 MAY 2003 by ifshinsr>; APPROVED <21 MAY 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: INSTITUTIONALIZATION: JUNTA MEMBERS COMMENT ON NEW ROLE 
TAGS: PINT, MILI, PO, AFM 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



